
“Only God Can Forgive”
Mark 2:1-17

Jesus is focused on speaking truth into your life (1-2)
Even at home, Jesus could not get away from the crowds. People crowded around the home of Jesus 

in order to see and to hear Him, and even at home, Jesus continued to focus on His mission and His priority of 
speaking the Gospel of God into the lives of those who came to Him. The words of Jesus were the very words 
of God, and the people were hungry for the voice of God in their lives. The words of Jesus were powerful and 
truthful, and the people were hungry for the truth of God in their hearts. The words of Jesus were powerful and 
life-giving, and the people knew that they needed the power of the words of Jesus in their lives. This picture of 
the crowds of people in and around the home of Jesus reminds us today of the hunger that exists for God’s 
truth and for His Word in life. Today, this world is still hungry for God’s truth and for His Word.
1. When was the first time that you experienced God’s Word in a powerful and personal way such that it was 

like God was speaking directly to you? Share your experience with the group.
2. Have you ever been hungry for God’s truth and for His Word? When and why? How did you pursue His 

Word in your life? How do you still pursue hearing His Word today?
3. How has God’s Word changed your life? Think of a specific way that God’s truth and Word has been used 

to transform you. Share your testimony with the group.

Jesus is most interested in meeting the greatest need in your life (3-5)
The paralytic had a physical problem that prevented him from being able to come to Jesus on his own; 

however, he had friends who cared enough about him that they did what it took to get the paralytic to Jesus. 
They couldn’t make it into the house through a door or a window because the crowds were packed in at every 
entrance, so the friends headed to the roof. Most roofs on homes were made of natural materials, including 
sticks, straw and mud. The friends dug through the roof until they had an opening large enough to get into the 
house, and then they lowered their paralyzed friend into the presence of Jesus. The obvious reason the friends 
of the paralytic did this was because of their hope that Jesus would heal their friend. Surely that was obvious to 
everyone who was there, but Jesus did not heal the paralytic immediately. Instead, Jesus healed the biggest 
problem in the paralytics life, which was his sin! What an amazing picture and reminder of the greatest need in 
life still today: The need for forgiveness of our sin!
1. Have you ever been frustrated with God because He didn’t help you with the obvious physical or relational 

issue that you wanted Him to fix in your life? Why is that we tend to focus so much on the things we want 
and on temporary things in life?

2. What is the root of all problems, suffering, and pain (physical and emotional) in life? What does this mean 
in terms of what we should be looking for and wanting God to address when we encounter these things in 
life?

3. What is your role in helping to bring others to Jesus in order for Him to meet their greatest need in life?
4. When did God meet your greatest need in life? When did you experience those words of forgiveness from 

Jesus in your life? Share your testimony with the group? Who can you share you testimony with this week?

Jesus knows your heart and how to confront sin in your life (6-8)
Some of the scribes who heard Jesus tell the paralytic that his sins were forgiven began to question 

Jesus in their hearts. Their question was legitimate because it was true that only God had the power to forgive 
sins, but their question was also sinful because it came from a lack of faith in Jesus. Jesus was God in flesh on 



this earth, and He knew exactly what they were thinking and exactly how they felt about him at that moment in 
their hearts. Instead of ignoring their sinful thoughts, Jesus confronted the seeds of sin in their hearts. With one 
simple question, Jesus did what God often does, which was to plant the seeds of conviction through a simple 
question that pointed to what was sinful in the hearts of the scribes. Jesus said, “Why do you question these 
things in your hearts?” In other words, Jesus was asking them why they didn’t have faith! Jesus was doing 
what Jesus still does today, searching hearts and confronting sin for his work of faith in the world.
1. Jesus knows what you’re thinking. Do you believe this? How does this impact your thoughts and your 

decisions day-to-day? How does this impact the way that you can share Jesus and minister to others?
2. When has Jesus confronted the seeds of sin in your life? What question did His Word ask you? Share your 

experience with the group.
3. What does the interchange with the scribes in these verses tell us about God?

Jesus has the authority on earth to forgive your sin (9-12)
Continuing to address the scribes, Jesus asked them another question that had a straight forward 

answer. He asked whether it was easier to say “Your sins are forgiven” or to say “Rise, take up your bed and 
walk.” Of course it’s easier to say “Your sins are forgiven” because there is no way to show or to prove that 
forgiveness had been accomplished! Forgiveness wasn’t physical and tangible like physically healing the 
paralytic would be. Jesus answers his own questions by physically healing the paralytic, but He physically 
heals the paralytic for a very specific and important reason: To prove that He also has the power to forgive sins 
on the earth. If God is the only one who can forgive sins and if Jesus can forgive sins on earth, then that 
means that Jesus was God! Jesus was the Savior who came to save His people from their sins. Jesus was the 
hope of all of sinful humanity. Jesus was and still is the One who has the authority on earth to forgive our sins.
1. Jesus answered the questions that were in the hearts of the scribes in a way that provided the opportunity 

to grow their faith in Him. How has Jesus addressed questions in your heart in ways that grew your faith?
2. The people glorified God and shared with others about what they had seen Jesus do! Is this a pattern that 

God desires in our lives still today? When was the last time that you saw Jesus do something amazing? 
Did you give God glory for what He did and tell others about what God did? If not, why not? If not, will you 
tell others in the future?

3. What are some things that God is doing in our faith family right now that you can take time to give Him 
glory for and then go and tell others about this coming week?

Jesus has the purpose on earth to pursue and to save sinners (13-17)
After demonstrating His power to forgive sin on earth, Jesus moved on to demonstrate His purpose to 

pursue sinners on earth. The next disciple that Jesus called was a tax collector and not a fisherman. There 
weren’t too many jobs that were more despised by the Jewish people than a tax collector, who worked for the 
Roman government and exploited the Jewish people — his own people — for selfish gain. Tax collectors were 
counted as sinners who betrayed their people, but a tax collector was who Jesus called to become a disciple! 
When Jesus called Levi, he immediately left his tax booth and followed after Jesus, and Jesus immediately 
went to Levi’s house to eat with him and the other sinners who gathered around him at his house. Again, the 
scribes didn’t get what Jesus was doing. They couldn’t understand why Jesus would lower himself and make 
himself unclean by reclining at a table with people like Levi and his friends. In that moment, Jesus revealed the 
beautiful heart of God, which was that His purpose on earth was to pursue and to save sinners like Levi! Today, 
Jesus, through the body of Christ on this earth, is still on a pursuit to save sinners.
1. In terms of our context today, what are some possible types of people who would be comparable to a tax 

collector? What is your reaction to knowing that God may call and use someone like that?
2. As believers, God’s Word calls us the body of Christ. What is this imagery of our identity as the church 

intended to remind us of in terms of our responsibility in the world today?
3. What are some ways that our church is or could be pursuing sinners for the work of Jesus in saving 

sinners? What are some ways that you are or could be pursuing sinners for the work of Jesus in saving 
sinners?


